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Abstract 

Free and fair elections form the cornerstone of any democratic system. In India, maintaining accurate 

electoral rolls is critical for ensuring electoral integrity and voter confidence. The Election Commission 

of India (ECI) has introduced the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) programme to enhance the accuracy, 

transparency, and reliability of voter lists. This research examines the importance of SIR in eliminating 

errors, removing duplicate and deceased voters, and including eligible citizens in electoral rolls. It 

argues that systematic revision of voter lists strengthens democratic participation and improves the 

credibility of elections in India. 
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Introduction 

The integrity of electoral rolls plays a fundamental role in ensuring democratic legitimacy. In a vast and 

populous country like India, where migration, urbanization, and demographic mobility are common, 

maintaining an accurate voter list is a complex but essential task. 

Recognizing this challenge, the Election Commission of India (ECI) initiated the Special Intensive 

Revision (SIR) programme. This initiative seeks to identify inaccuracies in electoral rolls, eliminate 

duplicate entries, remove names of deceased voters, and include newly eligible citizens. By doing so, the 

programme strengthens the foundation of India’s electoral system and promotes transparency in the 

democratic process. 
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Need for Electoral Roll Revision in India 

India’s large population and frequent internal migration make periodic revision of electoral rolls 

indispensable. Individuals often change their place of residence for employment, education, or other 

socio-economic reasons. Without systematic revision, voter lists may contain outdated or incorrect 

information. 

In the past, irregular or inadequate revision exercises resulted in many eligible citizens finding their 

names missing from electoral rolls on election day. Such omissions can lead to disenfranchisement and 

undermine the democratic rights of citizens. 

Another major concern has been the continued presence of deceased persons’ names in electoral rolls. 

Failure to remove these names promptly not only distorts voter turnout statistics but may also create 

opportunities for electoral malpractice. 

 
Role of Special Intensive Revision (SIR) 

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) programme provides a comprehensive mechanism to address these 

issues. It helps identify and delete duplicate entries, remove the names of deceased individuals, and 

eliminate voters who have permanently shifted their residence. 

One of the key features of SIR is house-to-house enumeration conducted by Booth Level Officers 

(BLOs). Through this process, officials verify voter details and identify eligible citizens who have 

attained the age of 18 but are not yet registered. This initiative helps expand electoral participation and 

strengthens the principle of universal adult suffrage. 

Additionally, SIR provides citizens with an opportunity to correct inaccuracies in personal details such as 

name, age, or address, thereby ensuring that electoral rolls remain accurate and reliable. 

 
Addressing Migration and Demographic Changes 

India is undergoing rapid urbanization and internal migration, particularly from rural to urban areas. 

These demographic shifts often result in outdated voter records. The SIR process helps update electoral 

rolls to reflect such demographic changes. 

By enabling migrants to register in their new place of residence, SIR ensures that every citizen can 

exercise the right to vote in the appropriate constituency. This contributes to more representative and 

inclusive elections. 
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Enhancing Electoral Transparency and Public Trust 

An accurate and transparent electoral roll builds confidence among voters, political parties, and the 

general public. When electoral rolls are perceived as reliable, the credibility of election outcomes is 

strengthened. 

Political parties frequently raise concerns about electoral roll discrepancies, including allegations of 

illegal voters or the exclusion of legitimate voters. The SIR programme provides a systematic and 

transparent method to address these concerns and ensure a level playing field for all political stakeholders. 

 
Electoral Roll Purification and Technological Integration 

The Election Commission has also launched the National Electoral Roll Purification and Authentication 

Programme (NERPAP) to improve voter data accuracy. One of its objectives is to link Aadhaar numbers 

with electoral data in order to eliminate duplicate entries and verify voter identity. 

Through digital platforms and door-to-door verification, the ECI is working to update voter information 

and ensure that electoral rolls remain error-free. These initiatives also aim to register eligible citizens who 

may lack permanent addresses, thereby expanding electoral inclusion. 

Furthermore, the ECI has introduced mechanisms such as Electoral Roll Purification and Authentication 

(ERPA) and the Systematic Instrument for Rectification (SIR) to address discrepancies and improve data 

accuracy. 

 
Conclusion 

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) programme represents a significant step toward ensuring the 

accuracy and integrity of electoral rolls in India. By removing duplicate entries, eliminating the names of 

deceased voters, and including eligible citizens, SIR strengthens the foundation of democratic 

participation. 

In a dynamic society characterized by mobility and demographic change, regular and rigorous revision of 

electoral rolls is essential. The successful implementation of SIR can enhance public trust in the electoral 

system, promote transparency, and ensure that election outcomes genuinely reflect the will of the people. 

Ultimately, initiatives like SIR reaffirm the Election Commission of India’s commitment to safeguarding 

the democratic process and conducting free, fair, and credible elections. 
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